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<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"3\">from Massachusetts and South Carolina became<BR>habitual. These personalities were a source of<BR>regret to many of Sumner's best friends, but<BR>they fill a small place, after all, in his great work.<BR>Nor were they the chief source of rancor on the<BR>part of his enemies, for Southern orators were<BR>accustomed to personalities in debate. Sumner was<BR>feared and hated principally because his presence<BR>in Congress endangered the institution of slavery.<BR>Sumner's speech on the crime against Kansas<BR>was perhaps the most remarkable effort of his<BR>career. It had been known for many weeks that<BR>Sumner was preparing to speak upon the burning<BR>question, and his friends had already expressed<BR>anxiety for his personal safety. For the larger<BR>part of two days, May 19 and 20,1856, he held the<BR>reluctant attention of the Senate. For the delivery<BR>of this speech he chose a time which was most<BR>opportune. The crime against Kansas had, in a<BR>sense, culminated in March of the previous year,<BR>but the settlers had refused to submit to the<BR>Government set up by hostile invaders. They had<BR>armed themselves for the defense of their rights,<BR>had elected a Governor and a Legislature by volun- <BR>tary association, had called a convention, and had<BR>Adopted a constitution preparatory to admission</FONT><BR>\
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